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Abstract:

This research deals with the subject of the mountain in the mod-
ern Arabic novel. It is a distinct narrative space and a realistic,
imaginary, or symbolic framework that is active in its structure and
connotations. As a unique narrative universe grows with specific
components that can rise to this type of novel to acquire the char-
acter of the sub-genre that is labeled "the mountain novel". The
present study discusses these aspects in "Al-Jazia and the Dervish-
es" by the Algerian writer Abdel Hamid bin Haddouga. Within the
theme of the mountain, artistic features and semantic dimensions
are formed and contribute to the construction of a distinctive poet-
ry of the novel of the Mountain. On the axis of the mountain, social,
economic and cultural issues are raised, and a number of symbolic
connotations are formed from its world. The mountain in this novel
is a basic space around which an image of the world is organized,
which forms an integrated and organized ideological system for the
world in a vertical direction and is based on the “up-down” axis.
Many dichotomies with ethical, social and cultural connotations
are branched from it and based on a normative and differential
correspondence between the top and the bottom. So that most val-
ues and positive connotations are attributed to the top, and most
negative values and connotations to the bottom. It stems from the
top-down duality of other encounters, such as the encounter be-
tween the mountain and the plain or between the mountain and
the abyss. The contrast between the mountainous village and the
plain or modern village is based on many dichotomies, such as the

old/new and existing/desired and closed/openness and feudalism/
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industrial and pastoral/socialist and traditional/modern and regres-
sion /progress. . . etc. Such is to strike a historical context to be a
symbolic expression of the Algerian novelist’s adoption of the mod-
ernization. Since there is a dream of abandoning the underdevelop-
ment to build a state of independence and modern society in the

face of myth and the ossified traditional mentality.

Keyswords: fiction, place, mountain, novel, up-down, symbol,

project
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