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Abstract:

Imam Zein Al-Abidin Ali bin Al-Hussein has a language with a high eloquence and
great style diversity . As there are many stylistic devices that demonstrate a mas-
tery over language as a literary dictionary unparalleled among rhetoricians , and a
great ability to control the types of rhetorical patterns . Therefore, the immaculate
Imam became famous for his rhetorical style in his literary speech that set his speech
known and distinguished from others, especially in his supplications and invocation
to Allah the Great Creator, Glory be to Him. Most of these supplications were open
letters, to all people, in which the Imam (peace be upon him) conveyed to them his
concerns, goals, and intents . There are education, calling for reform, refining the
soul, enjoining good and forbidding evil, adhering to the limits of God Almighty, draw-
ing inspiration from and so forth.

The researcher finds supplication as a fertile field for applying the two strategies
of contrast and support. The former is concerned with the language of opposition
and its effect in enriching the meaning and the revelations manifest the Imam’s en-
deavor and style in addressing the Creator . This was evident in highlighting the dual
meanings : tiny entity in the face of the greatness of the Creator, the imperfection of
the creature and the perfection of the Creator. Yet the latter is support to buttress
the interpretation with all the linguistic, rhetorical and other sciences to achieve the
intended meaning in the most beautiful way.

Keywords: Abu Hamza Al-Thumali’s supplication, confrontation strategy, and support
strategy.
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