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Abstract

This critical research examines the phenomenon of the "Chronotope"

or the concept of "Chronologicity" (the interplay of time and space) in
poetry collection called " Ma Youfasiruhu Albayadh’ by Salam Al-Banai. This
modest study revolves around the manifestations of time and space in the
poetic text, with the aim of introducing the concept of "Chronotope" as a
critical term that paves the way for understanding the poet's vision. This
is achieved by utilizing the Chronotope or the spatial-temporal concept as
both a theoretical and practical term, or as a fundamental and significant
procedural concept for exploring the depths of the creative text. The study
focuses on the complex and unified structures of the texts, observing the
visible and the hidden ones, exploring the explicit and implied meanings,
and elucidating the overall direct and indirect functions associated with
"Chronotope" in all its forms.

The Russian literary scholar Mikhail Bakhtin’s definition of this term
determines the chronotopic unity of the literary work in its relation to the
actual reality. Therefore, the chronotope in the creative text always includes
an evaluative moment that cannot be separated from the overall artistic
chronotope except in abstract analysis.

Among the reasons that prompted the researcher to study the texts of the

collection “ Ma Youfasiruhu Albayadh’ (English as: What Whiteness Reveals)
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by the poet Salam Al-Bannai, according to the duality of time and space within
the text and as a central and driving force for content and vision are two things:
The first one of them is the self-assurance in the poet's ability to use this duality in
a unique way, as it conveys the reality experienced by the Iragi people in general
and the intellectuals in particular during a specific period of time mentioned by
the poet in the text, which is predominantly characterized by the poet's personal
experiences, as well as issues related to the Iraqgi people, their concerns, desires,
and even their deprivation. It encompasses the history filled with wars, defeats,
upheavals, and at times failure, along with the poet's personal feelings or those
of people around him. The second is related to the abundance of times and
places in the texts that play a central role in the development of the text and
its creative structure, and the necessity to document this era, which was later
known in creative terminologies as the "Zaitouni (colour of green olives) era,"
referring to the colour of the military uniforms and the clothing of the tyrannical
authority at that time and the use of spatial duality within a time frame that is
intertwined with the setting in texts, and how could that drive us to the conviction
of alienation and anguish.

The study has been conducted according to topics that are imposed by the texts.
The first section deals with exploring the relationship between chronotope and
the title due to the significance and close connection between the title and the
content of the texts, as the title serves as an expression of the vision conveyed
throughout the entire collection. The study focuses on the main title of the
collection, elucidating its linguistic and intellectual formulation and its major
theme. Subheadings and titles of the texts held significant importance in terms
of their relationship to the chronotope and its manifestations in the collection;
therefore, they are necessary to be analyzed.

The second section represents the manifestations of the central place and
secondary locations in light of temporal change. The study focuses on both
central and peripheral places in the texts, considering the changes in time and
place that create a unique chronotope within the poetic context where the
importance of these places varies according to the poet's intent, psychological
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state, and creativity. It includes also a study about a city that remains unnamed,
exploring its role as a seal on the memory of the poet; and the starting point for
his life which represents both the beginning and the end of this life.

And the third one tackles the chronotope of characters and memory. In studying
any creative texts, the role of memory cannot be ignored, as it stands in parallel
withimagination and talent. Therefore, in texts where the study of the chronotope
theme is emphasized, the researcher must delve into the characters and their
interaction with memory. In this section, the chronotope of war is studied as
one of the prominent chronotope that shared a significant common factor in
most texts, exploring its impact on the collection as a whole, individuals, and the
poet's stance towards it.

Keywords: Chronotope phenomenon, the poet Salam Al-Bannai
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